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ON BANKING SWEET POTATOES

Last weck a correspondent asked for an
article setting forth how theéy “bank’ and
keep their swaet potatoes In the gulfl coast
countsy east of ihe Mississippi river.
Replyitg, we promised this sarticle, and
gave it us our opluion that sweel potatoes
might be kept through winter by the
banking method as well in Texus as in the
resion named, particularly on our sandy
lands.

1o those pine rec
bamn, Georgis and Florids the
tuto raiser allows his crop to remain in the
ground to as late a date as he
risk it against having them
blizzard. He cares notld
Irast, Indeed not 8 few prefor
ckened by a frost previous to cig
The notion isthat a frost on
the vines cks all growth and téndsto a
rapid maturity of the tubers, this render-
inc them less suppy and better qualified to
keep than they would be if taken up whils
the vines were still in active growth.

E\We have hearnd it ergued that in case of
frost-bidden vines the effects of the frost

ions of Mlssissi
SWieel [o-
can sudely
frozen by a

vines bin
Eing s ¢

woild descend to the tubers and impuir
thair quality more or less, but this isa
mistake., Sap never runs downward ina
pinnt. We have always been a very suc-

cessful sweet potato raiser, and while
operating on the gulf coast we invariably
to leave the tubers in the

k r the vines had
it, provided,
as no apparent prospect of
w woathoer before the end of
And now for directions should
harvest and bhank your
potatoes after the plan pursued by the
potate raiser in the scd
of the Mississippi river:
TLis

been l-.i'

that there
coming so
that time.
you

of course,

desire 1o

successful sweet
coast country cast

Begin by “dragging off
work is us Iy accomplished by ronning a
light plow betwern the rows—some nse a
turn plow, others a shovel plow ar scocter,
The vines gather around the plow and soon

the vines,"

couvert il into a mere drag, pulling the
vines from the rows as It passes along
Having the vines removed, tun a turn

piow well down in the middle between the
rows., Maoy fair-sized potatoes are often
fourd in the middics, so have your pickers
follow the plow, taking up the potatoes and
depositing them along in heaps where they
will be out of the way of subsequent opera-
tions. Run your plow on exwch side of this
furrow, throwing the dirt into it the same
as if ridging up for a new crap, the pickers
still foliowing nlong the furrows. When
the row proper is reached, bur it off aloag
the side. then change to the next middle.
Proceed as in the first instance; and when
the row is reached on thoe other side and
barred off, split it out with two or three
furrows (or as many as neaded to-bring up
all the potatoes), and 80 Keep on until the
putel it vy and the potatoes ave ly-
ieips on tho plowed ground.

al care should be exercised in hand-
it the potatoss not to bruise thim. They
should not be pitched fur to the heaps,
the potatoes already there,

SIrLeing upan

for this be sure to bruise them
silghtly, at least. The heaps should be
nenr eich  ether, and the potatoes simply
dupon the pileor around it.  Oneof

troubles in keej
ind' inowhat is ealled “dry rot.M
i5 invariably the msultof a
ing I the potatoes ace

v auy bruis

SWeet o=

»whatever the

haudle

Vol e no dry rol
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ing them

riter for

cun be left in the
v out bnfore o

will be all

od. situation
i 'f he suriice
Is to be made, down to the

b ke e 80il
e pank

thres or four inches, raking itinto

depth of

a ridge 1 liks you were forming a

¢ s ring. This bed for the
biink -]| be about eight feetl in dinme-
ter dwill be cupping to

ike o saucder. Bring

ol or grass of some kind, and
fill the depression level full to the out-edee
v enoliglh upon the
Tepusit main-

iddle of
intp the
ud long

four feet

ils wp about

Now around

s bruise

Irp 4 cone

&S you can Kiep ad-
ding rouuidd 1 have

iredzes of the circolar
p.to the top of the stake. You
¥ bushels in such a pile,
whicli is enough for one bank. Next put.
about two inches gf sfraw over thc pi
und follow with o deozen or so of nam
strips of board or other suitable sticks, let-
ting ono end rest against the surrounding
ing of earth und straw and the other end
of the stake coming up from the
strips or sticks first
above the top end of the stake.
inches depth of
from bol-

reached to
bed and are u
can put about twen

cn the e
centar, or upon tho
laid down,
Place over 1l
straw, Coy
tom to to

s SLris six

nginsenlire

heap

Let t twenty-four
nours, if there is no danger of freese, then
1 around the base of the heap and piace
rt,. guing round and round with a
pade, until the heap is covered deepenpugh
to protedt the potatoes e that
might happe a space of
five or six iate tep nf
the cone wi
full of straw 1 L
the dirt firmiy on kil sides of me cone w-'h.
the back ef your spade, and your potato
bank is tinished

In dizging up the dlrt around your
plie you made a depression deeper than
8 la\ei with thie bottom of the bed. Cuta
ditch ont from this so tkat no water can
stand there when it rains. Construct some
kind of cheap shed over the bank to break
off dashing rains and your work is done. In
the coast country where old dead piae trees
are abundant it is common 1o collect the
fdead pine bark, swhich peels off easily, and
place it around the pile, concave next the
dirt to serve us a shelter, A bitof bark s
laid over the top of the hill to prevemt
water from running in througb the straw-
fled cpening already mentioued. The

from any froe:

1 come.

inchag ut
inches yi

potato

opening is left to il the office of ventilator
for the potatoes in the bank.

Should you desire to keep the potatoes
longer than the opening up of svarm weather
next spring, you add more dirt 1o the heap
as the wiarm weather comes on to hold the
putatoes conl and prevent sprouting. Wa
have kept sweet potatoes entirely sound
and good for ten mouths on this plan,

1u the coust country under consideration
they use dry pine straw (pine needles), in
making their banks, but any kind of good
dry straw or grass would answer the pur-
pese equally as well as pine straw. The
strips of board lsid oo are to prevent the
covering from pressing heavily upon the
potatees, a thing that might bruige many of
them.

ENEMIES OF THE PECAN THEE

But three insect enemles to the pecan
tree are reported by entomaologists as yet,
and after a careful search for them, besun
in Iss80, we have been able to find but one
of the three in Texas, The others may be
here, but if so they have escaped our atten-
tion.

The insect injurious to the pecan tree, that
we have seen in Texas, is commoniy Euown
as the fall web-worm—scientifie nnme Hy-
phantria cunea 1 asmall caterpillar,that
spins an unsightly web in the folinge of the
which, if undisturbed, increases in
size throughout the season, looking ugly
and damaging the tres to some extent by
destroying many of itsleaves, TFortunately

tree,

it is mot at all hard to mans Tha
arsenite insecticides, such as Paris green,

London purple, or a diluted solution of ar-
¢y as.recommended by us in former ar-
ticles for the cotton worm, will prompily
put an end to its operations. and do wno
harm to the tree.  Another simpleand sure
remedy is to burn the webs so soon as they
appear, with a ball of cotton or rags tied t
the end of a pole and saturated with kero-
sone, Hold the fluning ball undar the web
just a moment—a single flash is sufficient.
This will destroy the worms and not hart
the voung twigs of the tree. A web sim-
piy twisted out with a pole may be rebuilt,
but no effort is ever miade to rebuild a
burned-out web,

This caterpiflar is the larva of a small
moth or miller. of a whitish color, spotied
woreor less with black or brown. The
ezgs of the moth are laid on the leaves early
inspring, aud a week or 5o later the worms
are hatehed to work well through the ses-
s, unless destroyed as suggested. The
harm effected is by no cans serious

twigs of the tree uy which thew
hang seldem die, but put ou I
in the next sprine. Of course it is somi-
thing against the tree to have its leaves de-
stroyed, therefore the webs and worms
should be promptly deseroyed.

Anothor insect occasionally found by us
working upon both the peean and the
litckory, east of the Mississiopi river, is a
snutll borer that culs through the bark of
the main trunk sod digs a tunnel divect iuto
the wood, ranging upward. It is about one-
Lalf of an inch iy length, ;u:d looks a little
lHke the borer found 1n peach trees, though
its head is not quite so broad and flat, Of
= it isa larva—its parent is a bluck
Ivetle, spotted and marked more or less
W :Ih bright yellow. Length, about three-
fourths of an inch; lone “feelers™ come out
from either side of the head, turning back
Scientifie Cyilene

S

more or less, name,
pictin

This beetle deposits ego
bark of the tree early inspring, aud a week
or so thereafter finds the young borers
hotehed and catting as already
meutioned. By full all
the Inscet have lieen
perfect beetles to hibernate through the
winter and be ready for starting a new
brood on the opening of the next spring.

The remedy for this pest would be to give
the trunks of the trees u good spraying
with our diluted solution of arsenic carly in
spring. This would effectunlly destroy the
young borers ere they hoad more than
started loto the bark, for they eattheir way
in and hence could not avold getting a dose

s upon the ot

inward
transformations of
1

passed, leaving the

of the peison.

As already statad, this
vel been found by us in
most invariable healthy
pearance of our wild pecan trees leads us
to think it is not here. A hickory or pecan
tree infested by this borer to any great ex-
tent always looks sickly, But should itbe
here,or should it make its appearanee later,

he means of cutting it short are, as you

sce, both simple and inexpensive, One
thousand large pecan trees cvould be pro-
tected against it at less than 30 cenis an-
nually for the poison.

The tkird ivsect to which our attention
has been called as working upon the pecan

tree in other states, but which we Have
never yet seen in Texas, is a twig givdler
known to entomologists as Onculeres cin-
5. 11 is a grayish brown beaetle about
fourths of an inch in length, armed
with long “feelers” somewhat like those of
the beetles that make most of the tree
borers, though the *feclers’ extend more
to front than do the “feelers™ (antenna) of
the borer beetles. It has a snont or bill
which turns squarely downward at right
angles with its body, and now for what it
does:

This mischievous little beetla flies up
into the pecan, the bickory or the persim-
mon trees (and possibly into trees of other
families), and selecting a twig proceeds to
pierce it and deposit ecggs therein. Thosa
cggs hatch little grubs which work along
the pith of the twigs, but it is pecessary
for them to come out and go into the ground
before they can pass through their truns-
formations and become perfect beetles like
the parent. But the parent has made pro-
visions 0 favor all this, After depositing
her eggs in the twig sha descends a few
inches, and with her bill already mentionad
begins girdling it round and round. She
works ounly at nichi, and it takes several
nights for her to complote the job in hands,
When completed the twig is gindled round
until almest cut off, just wood enough being
left to enable it to hang on till towards fall,
By fall e grubs are ready 1o go into the
ground, apd then the fuli winds come and
break off the twig at the girale, It drops
to the earth and the grubscome out, dig
into the soil and undergo their transforma-
tions.

The ouly damage this insact does to the

borer has never
Texas, and the al-
and luxuriant ap-

L |1

tres is to prune it, and sometimes it prunes
where we would ruther that no pruning
had been done. Fortunately it never ap-
pears In very large representation; if it did
we would have to grin and bear it, for as
yet science has settled upon no remedy for
the pest. We have always found it worse
on the common persimmon (DiospyTos vir-
giniana), than on elther the hickory or the
pecan. The probability is that it will never
trouble the pecan grower 0 any extent
worthy of serious consideration.

The pecan has no discases that we know
of. On several occasions we have heard of
“1wwig blight” on the pecan, and more tifan
once we have traveled a considerable dis-
tance to investigate it. TInvariably we have
found it springing from the same cause:
Swampy or sogzy land.  While occastonal
overflows of streams do not at all injurs
the pecan, but rather belp it, lands perma-
nently swampy or soggy are against it. The
trouble shows first on the slender-twigs,
aud then we hear of pecan blight. It is
scarcely necessary for us to sugrest that
immediate and thorough drainage would be
the remedy in all such cases, Cut deep
ditches to the grove leading off the waler
standing in the soil and subsoil and the
trees will promptly recover.

We will state in conclusion that of all the
American trees known 1o us none approach
S0 near entire exemption from disesso aud
from serious insect ravages as does the
pecan.

OUR CORRESPONDENTS,

This dr‘-mﬂmt nt 15 devorel 1o 'maws rg-
such questions as may be adked by =

ibers, which may be of generp inio -Ilum
nquiries of p.-rsc-u.n’. cliaracier shat require an-
swer by mail should always have stamp lo-
closedl.  Please give foll name .mr.l Postofice
address (o addition to any such siznau
“Subserit or ~A. G. DM not for public Anw»n
v will of the writer, bat to admit of
unication zhould soch o thing
ossury. Address as direoted at b
of this page,

THE GAZETTE AND THE FPECAN.

Your articles on pecan culture for Texas
have brought about a new awakening, and
have started everyvbody bhere to talking
about the pecan. Al the talk is in one di-
section, to-wit: The pecan is among the

greatest of the many great things that no-
a8 miven us. No other state could
compete with Texas in pecan culture, fnl'

have often stuted.

ural home of the p« 1 am
1 you in your sugeestion that
1 tree grew in Tex It has,
less favoruble comdi-

ead itself to a
1 13, hut the further it giits a'v
'l *x0s the lower becomes its grade in poind
of ;.- o . The most perfect pecnus of

(II ring :Iu-, t.'!ru“l-l-..'
fnt.n-.luat to Itself thousunds
of living moouments to
sent the publication long
caple now living shall lLiave
d to their fathers. 'l‘h-l-c
s may bedr no' inseription t¢
'!n W hom they he been erected. but the
i 0 the case remain all the same,
31 mich ]u]lt‘u.nllv-!.

\a'n.r iy, lL‘)\cL‘- is the great pecan stata
—ariif v she is to rvm the erea
e -an state,  In my honest opinion thers
citt be no doubt about that.

Sioee you began working up the pecan
through the Fort Worth QGazerre 1 find
grear changes in pecan

literature, as comn-
pared tothat form spreal  before the'
ple. Lots of i

i evidently original
with T'nE (FAZETTE are'crecping into all the
pecan fitorature now getting  into print.
e these, of cspecial importince, wos
'h u thie peécan could be plintei along our
5 whoere the land was exposed 1o oc-
ovierflow, and  henve was unsafe
¢ other crop. Al these lands, as you
te, ean be put into pecan groves, ana
|..1 rendered more valunble than any other
wnds we have, the oceasiondl overfiow Lie-
inz more of advantage to the trees than
otherwise,

Anoiher important idea was that it was
not pecessary o clear up those bott
fore starting the grove, Al needed
measura of the rows, dig out the |
away overhanging growths and ph
nuts. This fides wili probably les ni to the
Manting of thousands of nctes 10 pecans
the coming winter that would not hayve been
planted Dut for the Fort Worth Gaz

Both of these impor ideas now ap-
pear in all our recent pecan Jiterature, but
the first 1 ever saw of them appeared in
the 'ort Woeeth GAZETTE aboul one year
AT0.

_“'c_ are bi"'irmin;! to Itmh upan the F.;r'r.

th Gazerre will
haeve
lu-nu .md-;

e,
upon

That ae

ity, and on
l a.',.. :“If -
ina light
almost  invariably two
question.  Is there really nothing
pecan culture in Texas? 1am planni
put out a lurge grove this winter—am l!-
ready securing the best nuts'I ean find in
three counties with a view to that kind of
performance. Now, I would like, under the
circumstances, to hear something of the
dark side (if thero is oune) before 1 go too
far, and doubtless very many redaers of
TE Are: m llwumx :i\; As m r!i‘

*shown .h'ln e

favorable, but thers are
Cvery

sides to

d h’: at about Hh_- timsa
n we had g to all the expenss
necessary for esmblishing a pecan grovel
U to this time you have advanced not a
word with reference to insect
the peean. It don't seemn possible thata
thing of so mucl wrtance to Texas could
have only a bright side. Please answer
through Tie t-.n‘l vre and much obligea
wall-pleassl reader of the agricultural
department.

'.111n.;u

h ) ) J. K. CravTox.

Dimmit county, Texas.

After thanking our correspondent for his
kindly expressed appreeistion of what Tug
GazeETTE has been doine, we would refer
hiw o the second article appearing on this
page us having been written in response to
his request and sugpestions,

ANOTHER PECAN LETTER.

1f you remember I last year promised to
send you o sample of my paper-shell pocans
this fall. A sample of nine nuts is sent by
this maifl, which please acknmvl-.ni‘um
Would like” to have sent more; that is.
what I would call a respectable sized sam-
ple, but the factis the demand on me for
the nuts is so far above the supply that I
have been forced to put up with sending

you a few. 1 have but one tree
bearing as yet. It stands right where
the waters of the Colorado river

and the river come together. il
you notice you willeee hiack and red mark-
ings on the nuts, which, I think, is dueto
the diferent color of the soils where the
tree grows, the soil carrmed down by one
stream being black while that carried down
by the other stream is red.

This tree is a most elegant one, and is as
distinctive from cther o trees as are
the nuts from those of other trees.
Already I have a fine lot of yvoung trees
grafted from this particular trea, all doing

well and coming on rapidly.

No effort whnte\‘er has been made at
booming my peculiar varioty of the pecan,
yet a kuowledge of it s somehow spread
among the paopls to such an extent thai 1
have orders for all the nuts for saveral
years shead at §1 per pound. If you ever
happen in this way pleaso call on e and
afiord me the pleasure of showing youa
1res, the sight of which would make your
heart glad, I think; and I further think
you would much enjoy a look at my grafted

trees.

I would request that you do not publish
this letter in Tne Gazerre, for already I
buve more letters to answer ahout my
pecans than I can well afford to attend to,

about half of tham Inclosing no stamps for
retorn post 1 have no pecans of tgis

fine v:met) or sale at present. *
Central Texas.

It wiil be seen that we have rather vio-

iated rules in pubtishing = letter not in-
tended for publication, but thera was in the
letter and its accompaniment,so much of
special interest to the gemeral public of
Texas that we could not well help pursuing
this course. We have endeavored to makes
amends, however, by withholding both the
name and address of our correspondent,
aud by leaving nothing in his letter that

would enable anyone to locate him, and !

thus annoy him with correspondence, some-
thing upon which he seems 10 base his ob-
jections to being mede known through the
paper.

The pecans sent are really the finest we
bave yet seen in Texas, While large, it
may be stated that we have seen larser
pecans, but taking all their qualities iuto
consideration we must pronounce upon
these as the best seen by us, so far. The
shells are extromely thin and packed as full
of kernel as an ece jis full of meat. The
usnal shell-divisions in the kernel are almost
wholly wanting. And there is in the kernel
a flavor peculiarly rich and agreeable—tha
finest, we must conclude, that we have yet
tasted in any nut.

As we understand it, the tree referred to
by our correspondent s one of natural
growth,. It is simply a faverable freakin
the peecans like the scuffersong
grape s a favorable freak in the
vitis wnlpina or muscadine grape. We
have often thought of such freals in the
pecan as entirely possible—why not ina
uut tree of the forest as well as in a grape
vine of the forest! And now that such freak
has been found the matter is of special in-
tarest to the public as a stimulus to others

to look for other pecan freaks.
We think the pecan abounds in such

The natural pecan is doubtless a

-shell nut, for the pecan
is simply ahickory. All tne thin-shel! nut-
bedrers are probably fredks, It would
secm 50 from the fuct thav there are wo
thin-shell’ species, and the tendency of
the thin-shell warletics whoese nuts are
panted, seems strougly inclived O rfun o
thicker-shell varieties. One naturally econ-
cludes that this is the result of crossing on
thie thick-shell varicties, but after consider-
ing the matter from every stand-point, we

freals,
tree-bearing thick

can no lenger contend that the resolt is in-
vari due to this cause.
Scour the woods, then, in search of the

very find pecans. A single freak showing
extraorcinory ex ence might prove as
good as a gold mine to Its finder and owner.

In his letier our correspondent opens
an iden that well backs us up in au exis

possibility of valuable results to resuit
from a valuable find among the wild pe-
c He speaks of his young grafied

trees, If itis possible to graft the pecun
g and with entirve success the find may
iegrea

e 3
be perpetualed aud extended to:
requined.

We know that the pecan can be grafted,
but heretofare it has: been eonsidered that,
a5 in chso of all the hickories, the thineis
not eisy of accomplishment. If this
his been found o be otherwise
gralted troes unite to the stocks nnd os
lish themselves us well s do the seedlings,
then a new era in pecan culture is just
breaking in upon us. No man putting outn
pecan grove will longer have oy risk to
run with reference to the ‘character of nuts
tree wili bear. It will bring pocan
culture up to a high lovel and supply the
world, eventually, with not on!y the best
pecans ever met with, but also with the
very best nnts known to man.

If our corvespondent is not entirely too
maodest to risk such a thing, he could do us
and the readers of Tue GAZETTE o groat
favor by telling how he grafts the pecan,
and all there is about it

We mizht state in conclusion that it is
not our opinion that the differont colors of
the soil, mentioned by our correspondent,
had any influence whatever on the peculiar
colorings  appearing on  the uuts sent.
Those colorings are simply a peculiarity of
his variety, acd will ever appear where his
variety comes true, without regard to char-
ucter of in which the trees are
grown.

and the

tab-

every

the soil

THE PEANUT IN TEXAS.
Your articie in Tue GazerTe mentioning
a suceessiul experim
mudo by Mr. Robbi
roused no small degree of interest in i
section. 1 have loug thought that the pen-
nut might be mude a most sugcessful and
profitable crop for os, There is one puim
not mentioned in yoi lrar icle that we would
much like to be informed oo, You did not
pive us the probable wehi to the acre:
shown by Mr. Robbins' experiment.
us all the Tacts st your command on peanut
culture, from time to time, as they appear
before you, and doubtless 'l'x[L '.
soon be able tocongratulute itself un
ing worked e en one more ereat good for
the agriculture of Texas in the v of
bringing bher into recognition as the cham-
pion peanu.—um{.ucmg state of the Union.

"ell us something of what an acro io pea-
nuls, properly mataged, might be expecied
to do tor the Texas furmer.

AN ADMIRING PATRON.

Weatherford, Tex.

After rec'ei\*in-.t your letter we called on
Mr. J. M, Robbins for the purposs of inter-
viewing him relative to the point un-
touched in our former article He in-
formed us that by bringing his peanuts to
a regular stand, as they would have had by
correct attention, it might be stated that he
haa in about one-fourthof an acra. Al-
ready he had picked off a considerable nro-
portion of his crop—enough to convinee him
that he would get at least thirty bushels cf
merchantable nuts from thut guarter acre.
Four thirties, as you will understand, ave
120. So, as it appears, Mr. Robbins’ ex-
periment has panned cut at the rate of 120
bushels of nuts to the acre,

The next thing was to find out what pea-
nuts ware worth on our market, so that
thing took us gear a mile to the Fort Worth
Grocer company, the concern from which
most of our retailers of peanuts obtain
their supplies, Thut concern told us that,
while they could not put the figures down
to actual cents, they concluded that the pro-
ducer might safely depand upon nothing
less than §1.50 per bushel for good goods.
In all probability it would never be below
those figures, thouch there was & chance
that it would often be considerably above.

One hundred and twenty bushels of pea-
nuts at $L.50 a bushel would be §130 to the
acre, at a cost for culture, ete., decldedly
jess than that of an acre 1o cotton. How is
that for high?

But we don’t stop at this. Mr. Robbins
told us that he was feeding his peanut vines
to his horse, and that his horse would quit
corn or anything else in the manger for
them, They seemad to be relished more
than anything else he could offer tla ani-
mal, and, therefore, on account of the grezt
abundance of the vines, he fully believed
that it would well pay the Texas farmer to
raise peanuts for the fudder alope, suppos-
izg that the selling value of the nuis was
not at all talen ixt> considaratien.

WANTS A BETTER POTATO.

I read the agricultural department of the
Fort Worth Gazetre with a great deal of
intarest, and on this account feel that like
the rest of them 1 merit a little ioforma-
tion.

The nancemond, as you doubtless well
know, is a favorite sweet potato at the
North, but T find that it does not succeed
well in Texas. [ therefors wish toask you if
there is any other bright vellow yam which,
say when balf grown, would resemble the
napcemond and be earlyt 1’1015& reply
through TaE Gazerrs and much oblige,
with others, C. B. Mesenve,

Sunset, Tex,

Few things could be more dificuit than
the identification of a swee! potilo, as 1o
variety, by the
lho fact that there {5 no established and

ceepted nomenclature for the varietic
Th.a thing is one decidedly uufortunate,
and on several occasivus we have urged
upon sweet potato growers to hold a con-
vention for the purpose of establishing reg-
ulir pames. A crop of so much import
as is the sweet potito to the South is cer-
tainly deserving of some such movement.

In the presout loose arrangement of af-
fairs with reference to the sweet potato we
can have no positive idea of what variety
You are meaning when yoo speak of the
emond  About Fort Worth there is
raised s long-shaped yellow potato with
rough skin that goes upon the market as
the nancemon Along the eanstern gulf
¢oast the same variety is sparingly raised
under the nnme of Spanish potato, while
the nancemond of that region is a t
about the same shape and avith smooth
skin and not quite so yellow, Thissamae
nuncemond of the coast eas: of us is the
Southern Queen of the potato growers in
the neighborhood of St 1 , while the
Southera Queen of Virginuia is a large,
g.obular, white. sappy znd very early va-

e

nan

-

riety: ¢all hokes™ and ‘“‘poplir roots™
along the castern gulf codst,

nn of Texas wo have a larror-

5
s
i

In this po
growing and later potato, called the “Texa
yam;* that potato aleng the eastern gul
CO3ST regions goes by the name of white
Hayti in some localities, and Dooley yam in
others. Tihe red potato of this section of
Texus called the red yam is the muserove
of the s east of us, gene y though
the people of a few localities. as at Mobile,
Ala, forinstance, eall it the Hawvti.
The most popt potato along the eastern
gulf coast is called either the old ye I
yam or the Carolina yum; the same patato,
though not much raised, is here called the
Eust Texas vom. A-dark red, It shaped,
white-fleshed, dry, mealy, and very prolific
potato spuringly raised about Fort Wort
isteallied the Missouri red; the same vari-
ety is extansively raisell in
Alabima, Goor @ Carolinas, uvnder
the name of **nigy * So.
Wi are uaable to talk Intell izony
about your nancemonds.

If your nancemond is th

a

Aississippl.

YOou sa,
to you

2 rourhskinned
#t Fort Worth,
0 you t]‘n' there are sov-
s thut mieht be mads 1o
s place. The nancemond of the
is a much better potato, [T s ot
yollow a5 the
Is Tur more
il may
'ull.w-l to advantageon the Jocal mar-
ket when not more than half grown.
other variety is so popular about St. Louis,
where, a5 already stated, it goes by the
nama of Southern Queen,

This rough-skinned n
Spanish potato of cther 1
rub out rapidly. Twenty years
quite a boom iz South Alnbama, and when
firit introduced it was really a wery lir
potato, but in a few years it had det
ated and grown unprofituble, henca it is
now seldom seen there,

We would e 1o hoar.from cur readers
relative to “":-.;u thoy know of the best
sweet potato for Texas,

potato care)
then we

Can s

quite so eurly or ‘quite so
anid. but it

wond — the

—tends to
ago it had

THAT DEVIL'S RIDING-HOESE

I am a subseribor to the Fort Worth Ga-
zeTTE, and must be pormitted to say that I
 hizhly pleased with the arricultural de-
P n'tmw... and especi. s0 with i1s inter-
‘st correspondents.  That

S 0ne 4 great | of
on and not a small de-

_.\ turtle, but I fear lh.n.
3 riaing-horse™ is no
our well-kr nd the skunk.

The Arviansas -devil's riding-horse™ is
t a hirmiess insect, as my own expe-
whes me, I disturbed it will
oW @ poisonous substange um'fm S
urber, and should this happen to g
v it does burn worse than fire
Spanish IH'!'I“ .  We hure the N s relie-

i mantis here, which is con-
. but of tha other (Mantis
It shy.
two kinds of devils®
(unless: the two should be
simply male and femalean idea strengih-
ened by the fact that th are often seen
ie is very fat and fleshy, and is
ed the devil’s riding-mule: the
very lenn and is walgarly called
I's rmn.::-hum(»

A Tew years ago our woods were full of
thmt‘ inﬂw:rs. and the hu"s devoured g'rﬂ'ﬂ

i porkers dled

on, as we 5up-
posed, Fiaxos Hor=rers.

Deloche, Hot Springs county. Ark

Miralble dictu! whatever that means,
Hold on, Florida man, and don’t send us
any of your devil's ridiug-horses unless
you have already started them en the way.
Send them to Professor Riley, the United
States entomolorist at Washington, D. C.,
or 1o any other man (kat we do not care s
much for as wa do for ourself, provided
they, like the Arkansas devil's riding-
horse, are as hot as fire or Spanish pepper.
But if this reaches you tco late, the ship-
ment having alresdy been made, we shall
have to take our chunces, of course. And
what is still worse, we will ba unable to
bianme sny one sava ourself for our very un-
fortunate rashness. Wa tremble while wa
write these few lines, ete., still there is
one thing we cannot wnderstand weil
enough 16 prevent it from giving us g Hitle
hope. to-wit: Our wellinformed cor-
respondent glves us two scicntific names
(Mantis religiosa and Mantis carolinn), and
since Magtis religiosa is simply the old and
discarded name for Mantis carolina, there
ure left for us some grounds for the hope

at there may be some kind of mistake in
the case, after 2. We do not hesitate to
knock our fists together and declare that
wa are man enough for any mantis correctly
bearing eithor of those names.

Qur correspondent seems to think that
tha two insects referred to may be simply
male and female of the same species. That
also cheers us, for should such be the case
it is probable that the male is the one that
ajects the poison which, when getting into
the eye, burns worsa than fire or Spanish
pepper, and that all of this is due to the fact
that the males, like many males in another
branch of our earth’s fauna, are addicted to
the use of tobacco, While tobacco juice ex-
pectorated into the eye might not ba exactly
as bad as fiva or Spanish pepper, the fellow
who gt adome of 1t in that way would be

it wi

riding-

Yere

local mame given, owing to |

apt to think, just at the time, that it was
burning bad enough for anything.

THE SPANISH CHUEA.

Will you baso good as to lat me know
through Tne Gazerre how many pounds a
bushel of Spanish chufas waighs, and how
much land might be correctly planted with
a bushe!l of good seed? When is the best
time to pl;mtf 1 read Tae Gazerre regu-
Jarly and sm much pleased with it asa
Iarm.\' and farmer’s Np"

C.

S. OSDERDOSE.

Wace, Tex

In her scale of weizhts and measures the
state of Ceorgia has put dried chufas at
forty-four pounds to the i, A bushel
of good chulas will plant about five acres.
They ara rows throe and a half
foct apart and ol e inches apar: in the
row, a single tuber to the hill About the

a good tima

plaated in

iast weok io Murch would be
ir latitude, though the crop
ell enough plunted several weeks

to piant in
mizght do w

later.

IS IT?
box and fo
{fow Ir:;'

sfanca

resembling i* is mot

gaold. neither is it what is commonly eslled
*fool's gold. Please lit me know what it
or what it indicates. Do fou

the quartz as probably some

¥ Anclics wide, runs

either

L Swent
is bounded on
Ii‘-'-f-n'L-:si:aj.: o0 much on
and thank rou in wdvance, 1
aneis HoLsTeIN,
l!u Roche, Hot Springs county, Ark
Your rock is an imperfect chert. and not
8 quarts'at all. The wecimen, of u
gs of bulr
I'he yellow matter interesting you,
earinz on the specimons, is limonita
ow ochier of the paiot shops.
what you see on the sur-

ed.

‘\- e time,

light color, has the
stone,

pecu

face is Indieat

A DEAD MAN'S PORTRAIT.

THE STORY TOLD TO A GAZETTE
REPORTER.

A Portrait of a Likkeness Painted From
Memory Froves Faithfol in Every
Particulur—A Strange Tale.

Ssnchburg, Va., asev-
. on his death gave
10 builibaud endow
o for gmirls ind one
Incated at Ly

5101 ¥ a--u'mll? 5
: T l'rl.hT as given 1;_',
SUME Weths 82

TrE GazETTE

The Story as Tald by the Gazette.

$0 us 1o produca
that his father,who
. wids a3 man of won-
orthat a young

however,
1w told them, and
the native
“The ¥ were as fol-

wl for Ly him
buppened in Rict
town of the attorney

'::‘n‘du’d in Richmond
who in con-

S Wis a
the word,
still when the

birth and

S sine
times m
to  1men
FOpHST inev

nnger
mdinz his

known. Maost men i

and leneld, caused

!‘: warn e world, and
‘ho bl every man’s

()u the contrary,

nan in qxw-?in';. ‘md when he had
a compotency reaching up into the

he turned his attention to
levinting the distress of whoms ¢ ap-
fed to him Tor aid. His kind offices and

ithropie deeds becime  notorious and
degred. him to  the whole section of
country in which he lived, Severil

colleres and eleemosynary institutionsof
his state were endowed by him in sums
rangine fram SHNLO00 10 $300,000

Strange Lo suy, the dispeuser of all these
charities was nameless in the common ac-
ceptation of the term.  That i3, nis mother
wits an outesst from the pale of society
and who his father was he never kuew.
Notwithstar ifortunate circum-
stance that constantly stared him in the
face and the cloud thrown around his birth,
for which be was shunned by companions
of his own gge. this mon rose above them

all, and by his inpate manbood and the al-
ways honorable, upright, Christian manner
uf 1ivi vinded and received the es-

= i lovee of his neizhbors.,
Ii. Iived to the nge of fifty or more, and
upon liis death willed all of his vast prop-
erty, except some donations to servanis and
frie nm. to charitubie iInstitutions. Some
time after his death'It vecurred to one of
the institutions which owed its prosperity
to him that a portrait of him would be a
mast fitting adornment for the walls of its
Hbrury, but this seemed impossible, as the
lover of his fellowmen had left no
by which his likeness could be
handed down. The father of the young Fort
Worth attorney, who is responsible for this
narrative, was a friend to the dead man
fr'r-m his boyhood till his death, and was
‘h in his company. He accord-
iy exproessed the  belief  that
f tha services of a certain
young artist in Richmond, who was a veri-
table genius in his chosen wvocaticn, could
be secured, he would be able to give such a
description of the painter as would enable
him to reproduce the features of the dead
man. The artist, whose name was Fisher,
was accopdingly sent for, and he and the
gantleman in question set gbout their task.
The artist under the divec®on of the at-
torney’s Tather, made chanees and alters-
tions in the features till the faoce wes said
10 be an exact counterpart of that of the
maun for whom it was intended. The feat
was published In the local papers, and after-
wards served to make the artist famous,
Ten years afterward the body of the phii-
anthrophist, which had been interred in a
metallie, air-tight coftin, was exhumed and
was in a perfect state of preservation. The
portrait was place alongside the faca of the
body which hod been exhumed, and every
feature of the portrait corresponded exactly
with those of the dead man,

Whether this story is true or not is pot
wouched for by THE GAZETTE.

The Artist's Verification.

My attention was called a few days since
by Dr. Terrell of Lynchburg to an srticle
in your paper of September 7, giving a brief
but innccurate history of a full-length por-
trait painted by myself of the late Samuel
\IlII(,r, which now adorns the walls of the
femasle orphan asylum founded by him at
Lynchburg., Va.

The article in question contains some in-
accuracies. After reading it I concluded to
write you a correct bistory of what I claim

to be in some res one of the maost re-
mark.e.‘h!.s portmiits in the world. I will be
as briel as possible, and ask that you pub-
lish my statements,

The years of 186? lnd 1865 were spent by
me profi Lﬂg por:rm.s for
different hmi!ies in Lynchb ‘While
there, Mr. Miller had me to I at three
different times to s=e him inmgarﬂtomy
puiniiog a view of the mouutain landscaps

us scen from his front piaza, 1 was after-

wards in Tennessee and other
places, and lastly in Richmond, Va. In the
meantime Mr. had digd. It was dur-
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inr my siay in Hic hm.m 3|
AMcDonald, then seoret: ar
me foatlempt 1o ©
features of Mr
on canvass, 1h
43 it had been sey yaurs sine
Mr. Miller. Many old fuces
mind, and it was npossi f
termine which of these
fuve. Iinally T told Gier
would go to Lyochburge.
home, among his old 1ri
could bedone. Aftert:
his friends, [ finally
into the country to Dt
was Mr. Miller's phy
reighbor for many
m the q.:.u. of t hn

'

the i tor, 1 lmgun my i
his face to my memor el
canvas, At first I met with
ments from the doctor, as b view
thing fropossible. But undaun!
I had detarmined to 1
an old face in my mem
ittobethe fave of L
and studied hard for se
encouragement, faally on o
fourth day the doctor ieft ear’s
sick and did not return until
Lett to mysell, T studied
all day and until near
back a lost face in memor
tired when there wasa r
wits the doector, who wis
had been doing. Lightiu
lacing my day's work before
ovoked for a moment, thon ex
have it; that looks like Mr 2
that 1 was right; that tt
saw throurh memory
Somuel Miller. I could ot
feelings on hearing this.
the battie was woa pnd
vceed in what [ had ur
for some days and brouch
its details until hnn.l) it
by the doctor a perfect |
sure of it he =aid he woul
overseer, telline him he
on business. The dector
his office, where the pletur
posite him, and the momant |
ward his eves rested on tive ]
exciaimed : “I.ﬂrs. if '.'n:-r" al
ter.** The docto ask
nose, mouth, ete., we-re lik
Heanswerad, “Yes: it is
Inolks exactly like old ma=
wards exhibited it to his ola fro=.®
city of Lynchburg m.h uo e
criticism. | ineclose with t i
testimonials of those wr,--

mately acquainted or associiied ik
in business matters. After Losbiies o

portrait 1 got pergission 1o

and look once more at the [ 4
Miller as he lay in kis coftin. ll #
were still preserved. So true wes U8
ness of the portrait that [ peser (08

< J'.'(-

I:l
-~

lina nor touched a pencil to the I«
wards, :
This is a true history of wiat
be one of the most remarkable [
the world. And the little orphd’
all the years to come can Wik
room snd see their oid benefad!
A face once lost In death, but
thmugh mumory ain to the livios
ni" L. Fisaen, ArtS c

Washington, B




